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KEY ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES 

 
GENERAL RESIDENTIAL GUIDELINES FOR ALL HOUSES 
These key guidelines support the overall concept and intent of Mountainside Village so 
as to create an attractive neighborhood of high-quality, energy-efficient, healthy and 
comfortable homes. 
 

 CODE COMPLIANCE 
All residences shall comply with the provisions of the 2003 International 
Residence Code, or more recent prevailing Code, and all other local building 
codes adopted and in effect in the City of Victor. 
 

 BUILDING STANDARDS 
All homes shall meet or exceed the standards of the ÒEnergy StarÓ program and 
the USGBC ÒLEED-for homesÓ.  Mountainside Village is committed to having all 
homes in the neighborhood meet green building standards.  Mountainside Village 
reserves the right to adopt, or substitute, new standards as they are developed and 
available for local implementation. 
 

 ELEVATIONS 
All elevations of the proposed structure shall be aesthetically pleasing, 
proportionately balanced, and harmonious with the structure as a whole.  
Windows should be either square, or of vertical rectangular proportion.  Bare 
and/or windowless elevations will not be deemed acceptable. Long, unbroken 
walls will not be allowed. 
 

 STRUCTURAL EXPRESSION 
All homes shall exhibit significant expression of the building structure.  Such 
visible expressions of structure include exposed rafter tails, beam-ends, beam and 
column connections, and knee brace supports used in an architecturally attractive 
manner. The intent of this requirement is to encourage the use of designs inspired 
by Craftsman-style architecture. 
 

 SOLAR GAIN 
All homes shall have south-facing vertical glazing equal to at least 6 percent of 
the floor area of the proposed residence. As an example, a 2,000-square foot home 
would requires a minimum of 120-square feet of south facing glass.  Of the 6 
percent required glass, overhangs, pergolas, trellises or other devices should shade 
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at least 50 percent of it at noon on June 21, when the SunÕs solar angle is 69.2 
degrees above the horizon. 

 
 ROOF DESIGN 

All primary roofs and roof fascias on street-facing elevations shall have pitches 
that are symmetric about their peak or ridge. Primary roof overhangs shall be a 
minimum of 2Õ-0Ó.  Open soffits with exposed rafter tails and fascias less than 6Ó 
in height are strongly encouraged and recommended. 
 

 
 GARAGES and RESIDENT PARKING 

All elevations of the proposed structure shall be aesthetically pleasing, 
proportionately balanced, and harmonious with the structure as a whole. 
Private garages may be detached, attached to dwellings, or connected by means of 
covered access. 
Within Mountainside Village, where a rear lane serves lots, access to garages and 
resident overnight parking shall be by way of THE rear lane.  
There shall be a minimum of two [2] parking spaces provided for the primary 
residence, and one space for an accessory unit, if proposed. 
Parking shall be designed and used so as to not block access to the rear lane, nor 
to block snow plowing and removal from the rear lane. 

 
EXTERIOR FINISH MATERIALS 
Architectural and design review will include review of the materials and color palette 
proposed.  High quality materials shall be used; only finish materials approved for 
construction in Mountainside Village may be used. 
 

¥ SIDING 
Approved siding patterns include horizontal lap, board and batten, and shingle 
siding. 
Approved siding materials include brick, cement board manufactured by either 
James Hardie or Certain-Teed, and cedar or other approved wood siding 
materials. Vinyl, aluminum and stucco board sidings are not permitted. 
Corrugated steel may be used for wainscot, or in other locations, but may not 
exceed 25 percent of the total surface area of the front or side elevations. 

¥ TRIM 
Trim materials should be of high quality and of appropriate visual size.   Exterior 
trim of at least 3 ! Ó  is expected around windows & doors and at exterior corners.   
Trim details are to be submitted for design review.  

 ¥ CHIMNEYS 
Chimney chases on exterior walls shall be of approved stone or masonry, and 
shall rest on foundations.  Chimney chases to enclose flue pipes shall be 
constructed in a manner consistent with the overall design of the structure. 
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¥ ROOFING 

Approved roofing materials include metal, wood, asphalt-fiberglass and asphalt-
organic-mat architectural grade shingles.   
Metal roofs may be corrugated or standing seam patterns only, and are acceptable 
only in an unpainted state, grey or a rust red baked-on finish.   
Where the eave drip line is 14-feet or greater from grade, approved metal roofs 
must have a system in place to protect people and property from significant 
sliding of snow and ice. This provision does not apply to dormers or similar roof 
forms that do not drip directly to grade. 
Wood roofs may be shakes or shingles. Treatment with fire-retardant chemicals is 
encouraged. 
If choosing asphalt composition shingles, only pre-approved architectural grade 
asphalt composition shingles may be selected. Architectural grade asphalt 
composition shingles shall conform to either ASTM D-3462 or ASTM D-225 
certification.  
Samples of proposed roofing shall be submitted for consideration. 
Information on approved styles, brands, and colors for shingles and metal roofing 
are available at the Mountainside Village Office. 
 

   ¥ WINDOWS and DOORS 
Window proportions shall be predominantly vertical or square in proportion.  
Windows shall be premium-grade wood, wood-clad, or fiberglass units.  Glazing 
shall meet or exceed Energy Star standards.   No vinyl windows are permitted. 
Exterior  windows & doors shall meet or exceed Energy Star standards.   We 
suggest optimizing windows on the south side for solar heat gain.   

 
EXTERIOR FINISH COLORS 
Mountainside Village Design Review Committee shall approve all exterior color 
schemes. As a general rule, all houses shall have contrasting trim around openings. 
Neither very bright pastel colors nor very dark siding colors will be permitted. Color 
schemes will not be considered approved for use until written approval that specifically 
confirms the color scheme is received by Builder or Homeowner. Mountainside Village 
will vary by street location and building type the recommended and approved color 
schemes within the Village.
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EXTERIOR APPURTENANCES 
 

 FENCES 
Rear-yard privacy fences up to 60-inches tall are permitted behind the front 
setback line of the residence. The lower two-thirds [40-inches] may be opaque but 
shall be built of boards a maximum of 10-inches wide or smaller. 
Front yard fences between 30-inches and 40-inches high may be constructed in 
front of the front setback line. Front fence posts may be taller, and may be used to 
form arbors over walkways, create a decorative entry to the drive or to support 
yard lighting. Front fences may not be more than 70 percent opaque. 
The Design Review Committee must approve all fences prior to construction 
and/or installation. 
 

 YARD LIGHTS 
Exterior lighting of yard walkways is encouraged. These lights may be attached to 
residence or may be on a light post, and may be electric or gas-illuminated. They 
may also be incorporated into fence structures.  Exterior lighting shall not be 
placed in areas, or in such a manner, so as to shine onto or directly at adjoining 
neighboring properties.  To protect the night sky, outdoor light fixtures shall have 
a horizontal light cut off so that light does not shine up.   In no case will 
extremely bright lights such as metal halide, mercury or sodium-vapor area lights 
be permitted. 

 
 SIDEWALKS 

Damage to existing sidewalks due to construction activity is the responsibility of 
the Builder or Homeowner. Homeowners of adjacent properties shall maintain 
sidewalks. 
 

 MAILBOXES 
Mountainside Village has provided mailboxes in the Neighborhood Center 
pavilion.  No freestanding newspaper or mailboxes will be allowed on any street 
within the Village. 

 
 
ARCHITECTURAL MERIT 
The Design Review Committee may, at their discretion, allow variances from these 
guidelines for designs which are deemed to be of high architectural quality and which 
conform to the spirit and intent of these guidelines. 

 


